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Technical Note 

PeerLock and DFS 
Recommended PeerLock options to work with DFS Replication? 

 1. By default PeerLock (from version v2.0.1 onwards) has all the recommended options enabled. Never-

theless we recommend you validate and make sure the following options are NOT used/enabled: 

Options > Detection Options > Use Local Detection 

Options > Detection Options > Detect Files when Target Does Not Exist (Create Target 

Stub File) 

2. For the source path enter the local path to the directory you wish PeerLock to monitor for open events 

(i.e. c:\path\to\folder). 

3. When specifying the target path(s) in PeerLock please be sure you use full admin share paths (i.e. 

\\server\d$\path\to\folder) instead of DFS namespaces. 

4. PeerLock uses hidden temporary files with a *.PSLOCK extension as well as temporary files with 

*.~PSTMP extension. We recommend you exclude these file types from your FRS or DFS Replication 

scheme.  

To exclude file from DFS Replication: 

Select the desired Replication Group 

Click on the Replicated Folders tab 

Right-click on the desired Replicated Folder from the list and choose Properties 

Add the files to be excluded in the File filter list 

Note: The DFS Replication service may need to be restarted for these changes to take effect.   

5. Exclude temporary files that do not have an extension from PeerLock detection (required for Excel and 

AutoCAD files): 

Select the Job and click the Update button 

Go to the Exceptions tab 

Replace * with *.* in the óInclude Filesô field 

6. Disable the Options > Release Options > Trigger Event on Release of Files setting. Under certain cir-

cumstances this option may cause files to be moved into the DFS ConflictAndDeleted folder. This option 

should be enabled when using our PeerSync synchronization product to replicate files. 

7. It is strongly recommended that you exclude all files from the locking process that are not being syn-

chronized by DFS Replication. When a file does not exist on the target PeerLock will throw 'Could Not 

Lock File' errors. Excluding such files will minimize the amount of errors that PeerLock reports and im-

proves efficiency. To exclude files:  

Select the Job and click the Update button 

Go to the Exceptions tab 

Double-click on the Excluded Files field 

Type the file name or extension you wish to exclude 
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Known Limitations 

 

Under certain circumstances PeerLock may hold a lock on a file for a longer duration then DFS

-R tolerates.  

DFS-R will try several times to update a file that is locked but will quickly exhaust its retries and give up 

on the file. You cannot control replication retries in DFS-R. DFS-R will log the following entry when it fails 

to update a file: ñThe DFS Replication service has been repeatedly prevented from replicating a file due 

to consistent sharing violations encountered on the file. The service failed to stage a file for replication 

due to a sharing violation.ò 

Detect Files when Target Does Not Exist (Create Target Stub File) 

The ñDetect Files when Target Does Not Exist (Create Target Stub File)ò option is designed to work only 

with our PeerSync synchronization tool and should be disabled when using FRS or DFS Replication. If en-

abled this option will create a 0 size stub file on the target if the opened file does not exist. FRS or DFSR 

will try to replicate the stub file causing the original file to get overwritten or deleted.  

 

 


